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Culture Day at DIRC: 22 ™ September 2009. 2-4 pm
DDVG AGM: 29 " of September 2009 (see invitation)

Suicide Prevention Training: 27 " of October. By Tony
Bond from DIRC, at DDVG (time to be confirmed)

Diversity Training: 11 " of November. By Mike
Underhill from DIRC, at DDVG (time to be
confirmed)
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Our Visit to Beech Grove Community
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. . As a visitor she knew how to make things pleasant to
To Chris Pilcher detainees by a kind word, a helping hand, a shared

By ex-detainee Lazarus Banda coffee... 'Little nothings' that made friendship wi th

someone like Chris a joy and enrichment for all who she

visited and for all who knew her. She enriched all those

I knew Chris and Stuart Pilcher when | got my first she visited as we witnessed her courage, her sererty, her
bail in December 2004 and became friends when | desire to grow and her search for God, justice andfor
joined the choir at Aylesford Priory. They became meaning. The detainees were enriched by the way Chriis
my regular visitors at DIRC when | was re-detained blended in, made friends, brought harmony and joy a nd
in January 2005 facing my deportation to to so many lives in thoughtful, caring ways, often so
Zimbabwe. Both Chris and Stuart became my small as to pass unnoticed.

sureties when | went for a successful bail hearing . .

without a solicitor. | greatly appreciated her The International Tracing and M essage
incredible support and help for me and my family services from the British Red Cross

in Zimbabwe and for the detainees. We both

became regular visitors and she helped many $ =4

detainees in their needs. ¢ 8

‘Winter is past, the rains are gone. The flowers

appear on the earth, the time of singing has come.
Arise, my love, my fair one and come away' (SS 2: (+
11-12)

These words are from the Song of Songs in the Old
Testament. | remember Chris in the beauty of
summer, the time of birdsong, of fruitfulness, of
beauty. And though we mourn the loss of a loving
friend, we also rejoice and give thanks for a life that
was full of beauty, of goodness, and indeed, song. 4 .

In this article | want to
speak of Chris most
especially in terms of
music, as she sang with
us here at Aylesford in

the choir and her + sﬁ

reaching out for 1
detainees in Dover. In
the Bible joy, love, A '@ 4 |
sorrow, praise, are " + 8
often ; A Lo
expressed in song. We can think of every life being
a unique song, a new song, because it has never $ A B
been sung before as it is in this particular life and in =67 2
this particular way. c B

The song that is our life is breathed into us by the
Holy Spirit and carries its own unique melody-
sometimes joyful, sometimes sad, sometimes a bit
off key, sometimes overflowing with gratitude, o
sometimes rising from the depths of sorrow.

Chris' life was like her singing which had two
aspects. One was a very pure and true voice, ( 0

confident enough to sing solo. The other aspect was $ = 4
that she was a wonderful choir member because
she could blend in without dominating.

Chris' voice was pure and true. We can see it as a
metaphor of her search for truth, justice, her desire
to come to terms with her own life in all its uniqu e
aspects. Chris was eager to learn, to grow, to crete, L E

to reach out for detainees. She wanted to discern $ +
God's will in integrating and accepting her life (

story. She came to terms with her final illness. 6 =4
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