
You Can Make a Difference 
Join the Dover Detainee    

Visitor Group 
 

I am interested in becoming a visitor          (   ) 
  
I am interested in giving a donation            (   )  
 Cheques to “Dover Detainee Visitor Group” 
 
I would like to receive more information     (   )       

 
 

 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: 
____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________________ 
   
E-mail______________________________ 
 

 
 
 

The Dover Detainee Visitor 
Group         

Email: ddvg@btinternet.com  
Website: www.ddvg.org.uk 
Telephone: 01304 242 755 

 Address: PO Box  294 Dover, CT17 9GY 
 

Registered Charity No: 1106667 
Patron: Rowan Williams, 

Most Reverend Archbishop of Canterbury 

Immigration  
Detention in the UK: 

 

The Facts  

How does Detention affect 
people?  

Even though on paper detainees have a right 
to access legal representation and challenge 
removal, the truth is that in detention        
detainees are demoralised. Once in detention, 
a person’s level of control over his/her case 
decreases, since restriction of movement also 
means a loss in the resources available for 
him/her to fight his/her asylum case, including 
constant access to solicitors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research has shown that detention is        
detrimental to mental health, causing        
depression and exacerbating the  effects of 
previous trauma. Unfortunately cases of     
suicide and self harm are not uncommon 
among detainees. 
 
Detention splits families, friends and can be 
stigmatising. Isolation is also a common    
feeling among detainees. 
 
From a medical perspective, detention can 
also be detrimental as medical records do not 
always arrive in the detention centre at the 
same time as the detainee. This can affect 
their access to medication or treatment that  
s/he was following. 
 

www.ddvg.org.uk 



Are children detained? 
Yes. Children are detained under the same   
legal and policy framework as adults. Children 
can be made subject to the detention of one or 
both of their parents.  
 
Detention also affects children who are not  
detained. Government policy allows for families 
to be split by detention, for example if one  
parent is able to be removed from the UK and 
another is not. In some cases this leads to  
children being taken into the care of social   
services. 

Is anyone exempt from detention? 
Those suffering from serious medical          
conditions, are mentally ill, have suffered     
torture and women who are pregnant should 
be detained only in very exceptional            
circumstances. However cases of such people 
being detained are not uncommon either. 
 
How much does detention cost ? 

Immigration Detention costs each tax payer 
£130 per day per detainee (figure obtained 
from a parliamentary question on 11/11/08). 

Is detention legal? 
Officially detention is legal only if it is used for 
the shortest period of time, if used as a last 
resort, and if it complies with international 
standards. This refers to the  provision of the 
reasons for detention, a monthly review of 
those reasons, information and opportunity to 
challenge detention (for example by having the 
opportunity to apply for bail), access to legal 
representation and the respect of human 
rights. 
 
However our experience has shown that      
detention is not always used for the shortest 
period possible, that the reasons for detention 
of a person are not always justifiable and that 
access to legal representation and legal aid is 
not an easy process for detainees to access. 

 

 
How many Removal centres are 

there the UK? 
There are currently 14 removal centres in the 
UK, 4 of which are “short term” holding         
facilities. 

 

What are Immigration Removal   
Centres used for? 

Immigration removal centres are places where non
-British citizens can be detained until their   legal 
status in the UK is clarified or until they are re-
moved. 

 
Who can be detained? 

People in detention centres come from a variety of 
countries and conditions of life. The reasons why 
they have come to the UK in the first place are 
also different. Some have fled poverty, famine, 
war and repressions. Others have come to seek a 
better life.  
 
People detained may include people who are 
awaiting a decision on their asylum claim or whose 
asylum application has been refused. Others are 
being considered for removal from the UK or have 
been discovered to be living or working in the UK 
without permission. Some have had a legal status 
in the UK (such as Indefinite Leave to Remain) but 
they have broken a law and have served a prison 
sentence. Unlike British nationals who are released 
after serving their time in prison, non-British     
citizens are first sent to prison to serve their    
sentence and then can be automatically detained 
and considered for removal. However this does 
not mean that all of them are removed and some 
have been in the UK for 30 years and are still  
considered for removal for a minor crime.  
 
Individual immigration officers can detain people. 
This decision is not automatically subject to an 
independent review.  

 
Is detention in the UK indefinite? 

Yes. Detention in the UK is indefinite. A person 
can be detained for one day, one year or even 
more than 3 years in some cases. 
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